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School Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
 

Daily Schedule: 
 
6:00 a.m. KIDS PLUS 
7:05 a.m. Supervision starts on campus, breakfast begins 
7:25 a.m. Breakfast line closes 
7:30 a.m. Tardy bell rings 
2:15 p.m.              Dismissal bell rings 
2:35 p.m.              All students should be off campus (except for KIDS PLUS and Clubs) 
6:30 p.m.              KIDS PLUS 
 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE/TARDIES 
There is no substitute for the uninterrupted personal contact between teachers and students in the classroom 
environment where learning experiences are carefully planned by the teachers. Regular school attendance, including 
arriving at school on time each day, is the joint responsibility of students, parents, guardians, teachers, and other 
school personnel. 
 
In elementary school, a student must generally be in attendance in that course for a minimum of eighty (80) days a 
semester. More than ten (10) absences a semester/or twenty (20) a school year may result in retention for that 
school year. 
 
A student who is not physically in his/her classroom when the bell rings at 7:30 a.m., will be marked tardy. As tardies 
accumulate, parents will receive phone contact from the school administration. If tardiness is a chronic problem (5 
or more) a meeting with the school social worker and school administration will be required. 
 
To be considered in attendance, a student must be present in the school for 3 hours and 25 minutes of the school 
day or at a place other than the school with the approval of the appropriate school official, for the purpose of 
attending an authorized school activity. Such activities may include scheduled school field trips, athletic events, 
musical festivals, or other similar activities. 

 
Lawful Absences (Excused Absences) 
The following shall constitute valid excuses for the temporary nonattendance of a student at school providing 
satisfactory evidence of the excuse is provided to the appropriate school official within three days. 
 
A.  Illness or injury 
B. Quarantine 
C. Death in the immediate family 
D.  Medical or dental appointments 
E. Court or administrative proceedings. 
F. Religious observances. An absence may be considered lawful if the tenets of a religion to which a student 

or his/her parents adhere, require or suggest an observance of a religious event. Approval of such absences 
is within the discretion of the local board of education, but approval should be granted unless the religious 
observance, or the cumulative effect of religious observances, is of such duration as to interfere with 
education of the student. 

G. Educational opportunity. An absence may be lawful when it is demonstrated that the purpose of the 
absence is to take advantage of a valid educational opportunity, such as travel. The administrator must 

What do I do when my child is absent from school? 
Write a note in my child’s agenda explaining the absence, or 
Email the teacher explaining the absence, or 
Submit the absence online using the ‘Student Absence Form’, found in the Quick Links on the website. 
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grant approval for such an absence two weeks prior to the absence.  Forms are available in the school office 
and on our school’s website.  If the student has demonstrated poor attendance patterns, the 
administrators reserve the right to deny the request. 

 
Unlawful Absences (Unexcused Absences) 
For students between the ages of seven and sixteen, and other students who are entitled to attend public school 
and who have enrolled in a public school (including kindergarten through second grade), unlawful absence is defined 
as: 
 
A.        A student's willful absence from school with or without the knowledge of the parent; or 
B.        A student's absence from school for any reason other than those listed in the section titled, Lawful Absences. 
 
Making up Missed Work 
Students who are absent from school must complete make-up work in accordance with individual school policies 
regarding missed work, due to absences. Students will be expected to make up missed work from absences within 
three days of the absence. 
 
For approved educational opportunities, students will be expected to complete any missed assignments within three 
days of their return to school. 
 
Attendance and Tardy Interventions 
When a student accumulates a combined total of five unexcused tardies (this includes early unexcused checkouts), 
each totaling 15 minutes or more, he/she will now receive one unexcused absence. 
We understand that some absences are unavoidable, but we are asking that you do all you can to keep them to a 
minimum. Good school attendance habits help students get the most out of their education.  You can find 
information about the attendance policy update on page 19 of the online Parent Information & Student Code of 
Conduct handbook, or you can review Policy 4400 in its entirety through the online Policy Manual.  
All Cabarrus County elementary schools are implementing structured interventions for attendance and tardy 
incidents, ranging from parent contact, students making up missed instructional time, to more serious consequences 
such as DSS referrals and Truancy Court. 
 
Withdrawal Procedures 
Parents should obtain a withdrawal form from the front office and notify the teacher as soon as possible before the 
student is withdrawn from the school.  Textbooks and library books should be returned.  Lunch and/or other fees 
should be paid upon withdrawal. 
 
CONNECT ED 
Throughout the year, Cabarrus County Schools will use a telephone system to keep open communication with our 
families. Messages will be sent home via the telephone with reminders of upcoming events or a short survey to 
collect information from our parents. Connect Ed will also be used in the event of bad weather or other emergencies. 
In the event of school closings due to weather, a phone message will be sent out as early as possible to alert families. 
If the school closing occurs during the school day, messages will be sent to daytime phone numbers stored in the 
system. 

 
CRISIS INFORMATION 
To prepare students for dangerous situations that could occur during a school day, safety drills will be practiced 
throughout the school year on various procedures (Fire Drills, Tornado Drills, Bomb Threats, and Lockdowns). Of 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
It is very important that we have a current telephone number where you can be reached during the day. 

Please notify the office when any changes occur. 
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course, our hope is that the students never get the opportunity to use the skills practiced in a drill, but well- ordered 
and practiced procedures ensure proper follow through in the event of an emergency. 
 
In the event of an emergency, parents will be contacted as soon as possible regarding the welfare of their child(ren). 
 
Elementary SRO (School Resource Officer) 
We are fortunate to have an SRO on campus every day. The SRO will be used to help monitor our campus, respond 
to any emergencies and teach DARE to 5th graders. Some students and families do not view police officers as the 
community helpers that they are. We are seeking to build positive relationships between our school families and our 
SRO.  
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Children thrive with routine. They fall into a pattern and know how they are to return home every day. If this pattern 
is not routine, students may be confused. Please make sure to write a note in your child’s agenda, email the teacher 
and notify the front office if the regular mode of transportation will change for the day. Please remind your child to 
let the teacher know first thing in the morning about the change. Phone calls to the office, with changes in 
transportation, will not be accepted after 1:45 p.m. We need time to ensure the information is relayed. Without a 
written note or phone call from a parent, the staff will not change your child’s mode of transportation. 
 
Bus Riders 
Students who choose to ride the school bus will be given a pickup and drop-off time. The drivers do their best to 
arrive at the stop at the given time. However, we do ask that the students give the driver 10 minutes leeway, before 
and after the assigned time, to allow for traffic, weather, etc. 
 
It is important for your children to be safe on the bus. Please talk with your children about the importance of safe 
behavior on the bus. We are fortunate to have good bus drivers - their major concern is transporting your children 
safely. Failure to follow the rules could result in the loss of bus riding privileges, temporarily or permanently. 
 
Bus Regulations 
Riding the bus is a privilege. Improper conduct on the buses will result in that privilege being denied. 
 
1. Bus riders are to immediately go to the buses as soon as they are dismissed from school. 
2.  Only regularly scheduled bus riders are to ride the school buses. 
3.  Students may not ride a different bus from the one to which they have been assigned. 
4.  Bus riders must sit in their assigned seat. 
5.  Bus riders will remain seated with their backs against the back of the seats and backpacks in their laps. 
6.  Bus riders must use and maintain appropriate noise levels. 
7.  In order to retain a seat on the bus, a student must ride the bus once during each ten-day time frame. 
 
Bus Discipline Policy 
Violations will be handled by: 
 
1. A conference with the administration. 
2.  A discipline report will be sent to the child's teacher and parents with appropriate disciplinary action. 
3.  Continued disciplinary problems could result in suspension from the bus and/or school. 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
Please be cautious and follow all North Carolina traffic laws. 
If the bus has the red lights flashing and the stop arm out, even in a parking lot, you must stop. 
Please do not park in the bus parking lot. Only buses are allowed. 
Bus Drivers are required to report any offenders to the NC Dept. of Motor Vehicles. 
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ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 
 
Drop Off 
Please use the established drop-off procedures located on our school website. Students arriving between  
7:05-7:25 a.m. should go to their classrooms, or the cafeteria if they are having breakfast. The tardy bell rings at 7:30 
a.m. Students should be in their classroom ready to start the academic day at 7:30 a.m. We ask that parents not 
walk their child to their classroom. 
 
Dismissal of Students during School Hours 
Please do not check out students from school unless absolutely necessary.  When checking out early, parents must 
sign their child out in the office. The teacher will be asked over the intercom to dismiss the child from class. Even 
though you have written the teacher a note about picking up your child early, you must still sign your child out.  You 
must have your driver’s license or photo ID when checking out your child.  NO STUDENT CHECK OUTS AFTER 1:45 
p.m. 
 
Car Riders 
Car Rider drop-off time begins at 7:05 a.m. and will end no later than 7:28 a.m., to allow for travel time to the 
classroom. All students are to be dropped off at the designated drop off zone.  Staff members will monitor students 
as they exit their vehicles. Afternoon student pickup time begins at 2:15 p.m. All students should be picked up by 
2:35 p.m. 
 
If a car rider is late in the morning, parent and student must come into the front office and sign in. The student will 
receive a tarty slip to proceed to class.  Parents should not walk the student to class at this time.  Students dropped 
off after 7:25 a.m. may receive a tardy if not in the classroom prepared for instruction by 7:30 a.m. 
 
NC law requires that children ride in a booster seat until they are 8 years old or 80 lbs. After that, all passengers must 
wear a seat belt. For the safety of our children, please follow this law. 
 
Car Rider Guidelines/Expectations 
Please adhere to the following guidelines when dropping off and picking up your children.  At OPEN HOUSE NIGHT 
all car rider families should get a CAR RIDER TAG.  Please place the tag in your car where it can be clearly seen by a 
staff member.  Review and memorize the number with your child to help with a consistent flow of the afternoon 
pick-up process.  We know that traffic during arrival and departure times is sometimes hectic.  Please have patience 
when dropping off and picking up children.  Follow the traffic pattern for AM drop-off and PM pick-up. 
 
Morning Drop-Off 
1. Students may arrive at school no earlier than 7:05 a.m. We ask for your support with student safety and 

wait for our staff members to be on duty to assist with your child exiting the car (passenger side only) 
2.  Stay in line and follow the directions provided by the staff members. 
3.  Do not leave your cars unattended. 
4.   Do not pass other cars. 
5.      Please merge courteously. (Use the Zipper Merge Pattern) 
6.  Parents must remain in the car rider line for student drop off.  
7.   Only parents with an appointment or business in the office are allowed to park during the morning drop 

off.  Parents with appointments must park in a marked parking space. 
 
Afternoon Pick-Up 
1. Pick up begins for all students at 2:15 p.m. 
2.  Stay in the car rider line and follow the directions provided by the staff members. 
3.  When your car rider tag number has been called, pull up to cone stations A-F. Staff members will direct 

your child to your cone station and help to load them into the car. 
4.   Do not pass other cars. 
5.   Please merge courteously. (Use the Zipper Merge Pattern) 
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
The North Carolina Standard Course of Study are the foundation of curriculum practices and decisions in Cabarrus 
County School. Please refer to the district website for additional information on our Elementary Curriculum. 
 
Social and Emotional Learning 
Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the process through which children (and adults) understand and manage their 
emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive 
relationships, and make responsible choices. 
 
Each day students will participate in a SEL Lesson from the Positivity Project curriculum and/or Morning 
Meeting/Community Building activity with their classmates and teacher. Additionally, teachers will provide 
instructional activities that include and highlight social and emotional learning. This is a commitment that we make 
to help our students become healthy and productive citizens. 
 
Reading 3-D Legislation (3rd graders) 
In the fall of third grade, your child will be given a beginning-of-grade standardized test to assess their reading skills. 
At the end of third grade, your child will take end-of-grade tests in reading and in mathematics. These tests tell you 
and your child’s teacher if your child has learned the basic skills that he or she needs in order to do well in fourth 
grade. 
North Carolina state law now requires that third graders who are not reading at a proficient level on the end-of-
grade test be given extra attention. If your child does not score proficient on the end-of-grade test in reading at the 
end of third grade, they will be provided with several opportunities to demonstrate proficiency. Additional 
information regarding the Read to Achieve Legislation will be shared by your child’s 3rd grade teacher. 
 
Folders and Agendas 
Communication is one of the key indicators of the success of a school. We will use various forms of communication 
to keep our families informed of the happenings at our school: quarterly newsletters, school website, school sign, 
calendars, phone messages, emails, Facebook and Twitter.  If further communication is needed, please call the 
school at 704-260-6030.  Your concerns will be addressed within 24-48 hours. 
 
Daily communication will come home in an agenda. Parents will find the students’ assignments written in these. 
Parents are asked to please check the folder/agenda daily and initial it. Teachers will also check the folders/agendas 
daily. Please use this folder to communicate with your child’s teacher. 
 
Students will use a colored plastic folder to bring home all school communications on Thursday afternoons; 3rd 
grade (yellow) 4th grade (purple) 5th grade (blue). Individual teachers may choose to use these folders for daily 
homework, but all teachers will send home weekly communication on Thursdays, either school wide or individual 
classroom news. 
 
Homework 
Homework is an essential part of your child’s learning process. Teachers at W.R. Odell believe that homework 
reinforces daily concepts addressed at school and also holds children accountable for their own learning. Teachers 
will provide homework practice daily. Please partner with teachers and check your child’s agenda and homework 
each night. 
 
Parent – Teacher Conferences 
Ongoing communication is vital to the success of our students to ensure that all stakeholders are working together 
for the child’s success. There will be Parent-Teacher conferences scheduled at the end of the first nine weeks. 
Teachers will communicate when the conferences are scheduled. 
 
If you wish to schedule a conference with your child's teacher at any time during the year, please contact the teacher 
by note, email or telephone. An appointment must be made in advance to meet with your child’s teacher.  Parents 
are not allowed in their child’s classroom without administrative approval. 
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It is not necessary to contact the principal concerning a classroom problem until you have first talked with the 
teacher. Most problems can be solved with open communication between parents and teachers. 
 
DRESS 
Students are expected to dress neatly and cleanly. The school reserves the right to ask those not properly dressed 
to return home and change into suitable attire. Shoes should be worn at school at all times–flip flops are not allowed. 
Clothing with profanity or vulgarism is prohibited. Students may not wear sunglasses or hats inside the building. 
Halters tops, short shorts, spaghetti straps, midriff shirts, and other similar clothing are inappropriate and should 
not be worn to school. Students wearing hooded sweatshirts must keep the hood down while in the school building. 
 

CAFETERIA 
Breakfast          $ 1. 40         $ 0.00 (reduced price)    
Lunch            $ 2. 85     $ 0.00 (reduced price)   
 
Adult breakfast and lunch prices are a la carte. 
 
Breakfast/Lunch 
All students who wish to eat breakfast are to report directly to the cafeteria upon arriving at school. Breakfast will 
be served between 7:05–7:30 a.m. Lunch times will vary according to classes. 
 
Cafeteria Lunch Account 
Please keep your child’s meal account current.  Payments for meals can be made daily, weekly, monthly or by 
semester with cash or check.  You can also take advantage of the online K12 Payment Center.  Access to this can be 
made by going to the W. R. Odell website under the parent link or the Cabarrus County website.  Students who do 
not have lunch or lunch money are allowed to charge for that day. These charges need to be paid as soon as possible. 
Students may not charge more than $8.00.  
 
No “a la carte” items will be sold to a student owing a charge. 
 
Children may not bring glass bottles to the cafeteria. Commercial drinks, including soft drinks, are not allowed in the 
original container. 
 
Students with food allergies will be seated at a ‘Nut Free’ table. 
 
Due to large class sizes, lunch visitors will only be allowed IF space is available. Lunch visitors will sit at our 
parent/visitor tables, with your student.  Fast food items, such as McDonalds, Pizza Hut, etc., should be repackaged 
before entering the dining area. 
 
POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORTS (PBIS) 
Purpose of PBIS: 

• To promote and maximize academic and behavioral achievement. 
• To develop school-wide strategies for helping all students achieve important social and learning goals.  

 
Students are expected to uphold our core values throughout the school day and are encouraged to practice them at 
home and in the community as well.  Lessons are taught explicitly in order to help students understand what it looks 
like to demonstrate respect & responsibility everywhere in our school. 

STUDENT ID CARDS 
 Each student will be issued a student ID Card that will be worn during the school day. This card is required to 
check out books in the Media Center and is also required to purchase items in the cafeteria. If the card is lost, 
damaged, or stolen, a new card must be purchased for $5.00. 
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The W.R. Odell Behavior Matrix is displayed in all classrooms and common areas. Our core values will be visible 
around the school as reminders of our common expectations. Students will be recognized for exhibiting respectful 
and responsible behaviors. Talk to your children about what special recognitions they have received. It’s a great way 
to keep connected with them. 
 

W.R. Odell Behavior Matrix 
 Classroom/Encore Bathroom Café Playground Hallways Buses 
Respectful Use kind words and 

actions 
 
Allow yourself and others 
to learn 
 
Follow teacher directions 
promptly 

Give each other 
privacy 
 
Flush after each 
use 
 
Keep the 
bathroom and the 
stalls clean 

Use table 
manners 
 
Only eat the food 
on your plate 
 
Keep your table 
clean 

Invite others to 
play 
 
Practice good 
sportsmanship 
 
Share equipment 

Walk at level 0 
 
Keep hands and 
feet to yourself 
 
Follow adult 
directions 

Use kind words 
 
Wait for bus 
patiently 
 
Follow the bus 
driver’s directions 
 
Keep hands, feet 
and objects to 
yourself 

Responsible Use materials properly 
 
Complete and turn in all 
work 
 
Help keep classroom 
clean 
 
Have nametag with you 
at all times 

Keep water in the 
sink 
 
Clean up after 
yourself 
 
 

Wash tables, 
sweep floor, and 
pick up trash 
 
Stay in your 
assigned seat 
 
All food and drink 
stay in the 
cafeteria area 
 
Follow clean-up 
procedures 

Follow adult 
directions 
 
Pick-up and return 
equipment 
 
 

Keep up with your 
line 
 
Wait patiently at 
stop points 

Be at the bus stop 
on time 
 
Report any 
irresponsible 
behavior to the 
bus driver or 
school employees 
 
Walk on the bus 
lot at all times 

Ready Come to school prepared 
and ready to learn 

Listen to 
instructions 
 
Get back to class 
quickly 

Bring your name 
tag to the café 
 
Be ready to make 
your selection 
 
Get all supplies 
before sitting 
down 
 
Level 0 for the 
first ten minutes 

Line up promptly 
at the end of 
recess 
 
Enter the building 
ready to learn 

Go directly to 
your destination 

Put your back 
pack in your lap 
 
Be aware of your 
stop 

Safe Move carefully 
 
Use materials properly 
 
Think before you act 

Wash hands with 
soap and water 
 
Use facilities 
appropriately 
 
Report any 
problems 

Always walk in a 
line 
 
Keep a safe 
distance in line 
 
Follow 
established traffic 
pattern 

Follow rules for 
structure use 
 
Follow dress code 
 
Report injuries 
immediately to the 
teacher 

Stay to the right 
 
Always walk in 
sing-file line 

Sit in your 
assigned seat 
 
Stay seated at all 
times 
 
Keep arms, legs, 
and other items 
out of aisles 
 
Keep food and 
drink in book bag 

 
Parents will be notified of student behavior that is inconsistent with our school wide expectations. 
Major violations such as profanity, fighting, stealing, etc. will result in an immediate office referral and possible 
suspension. 
 
In addition, it is the expectation that all adult visitors (parents/guardians) will demonstrate respectful, 
responsible and safe behaviors, while on campus. Any person not meeting these expectations may be 
directed to leave campus. 
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BULLYING 
Bullying and/or harassing are strictly prohibited. The repeated pattern of intimidation may be real or perceived. 
There are three types of bullying: physical, emotional, and relational. Bullying may include, but is not limited to, 
verbal taunts, name-calling, implied or stated threats, and exclusion from peer groups. Bullying can occur in person, 
or through social networking sites, texting, blogging and the internet. 
 
Students who feel bullied, harassed or intimidated at school by an adult or another student should report their 
concern to a teacher, administrator or other staff member at school. Bullying and harassment reporting forms are 
available on the CCS website and at school. 
 
PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT AND BULLYING Policy Code: 1710/4021/7230 
STUDENT USE OF SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES, BLOGGING, AND THE INTERNET Policy Code: 4312 
DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT AND BULLYING COMPLAINT PROCEDURE Policy Code: 1720/4015/7225 
 
WEAPONS AND DANGEROUS OBJECTS 
It is the policy of the Cabarrus County Board of Education that no employee or student shall possess or carry 
“whether openly or concealed” any gun, rifle, pistol, dynamite, cartridge, bomb, grenade, mine, power explosive 
as defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. 14-284.1, bowie knife, dirk, dagger, slingshot, leaded cane, switchblade knife, blackjack, 
metallic knuckles or any other weapon of like kind, not used solely for instructional or school sanctioned ceremonial 
purposes, in any school building or bus, on any school campus, grounds, recreation area, athletic field, or other 
property owned, used or operated by the Board of Education. 
 
A climate of discipline conducive to serious study and respect must exist for oneself, other people, and property in 
order that a school can satisfactorily meet the needs of students. Each principal shall have the authority and be 
charged with the responsibility to take whatever reasonable and legal action is necessary to establish and maintain 
appropriate student behavior in accordance with Board Policy. 
 
The teacher shall have the responsibility and authority for disciplining students, except in those cases requiring the 
attention of the principal. 
 
LOST AND FOUND 
Every year we have clothes and other items sent to the office that are never claimed. Students who have lost articles 
should check the Lost and Found Rack in the lobby hallway outside of the cafeteria. We will donate clothes that are 
not claimed. Please label your child's clothes so we can return the items when they are found. 
 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
Administration of Medication 
Cabarrus County Schools' policy on the administration of medication to students by school personnel is outlined 
below. If your child must have medication of any type given during school hours, including over-the-counter drugs, 
the following guidelines must be met: 
 

1. A physician has prescribed the drug or medication for use by the student. 
2. A physician has certified that administration of the drug or medication to the student during school is 

necessary to sustain the student’s attendance at school. 
3. A Medication Authorization form must be filled out by a Physician and signed by the parent for both 

prescription and over the counter drugs. 
4. Prescription medicines must be brought to school in pharmacy-labeled bottles. 
5. Over the counter drugs must be in the original container. 
6. Both must be labelled with instructions on how and when the medication is to be given and labelled with 

your child’s name. 
7. The school nurse/designee administers the drug or medication pursuant to the written instructions 

provided by the student's parent or legal custodian. 
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8. Students may self-medicate for certain health conditions. 
a. Prescription drugs with a physician authorization and parent consent including inhalers, Epi-pens, 

oral RX, etc. 
b. Over-the-counter drugs with a parent’s note (date, when, how much, in the labeled container with 

only 1-2 doses). 
9. Forms can be found on the CCS website under Student Services and on W. R. Odell’s website on the School 

Nurse website – Medication at School. 
 

Cuts and Scrapes 
Soap and water and clean bandages are used for minor cuts. First aid spray and ointments can’t be used. 
 
Ticks 
According to the Health Department’s recommendations, ticks can be removed at school. Parents are notified by 
telephone if a child has a tick that is attached. If parents cannot be reached by phone, the tick will be removed and 
a note will be sent home that day. 
 
Emergencies 
When your child is sick or injured at school, we need to be able to contact you. Please maintain a current phone 
number with the school office. 
 
In the event that you cannot be contacted, we must have the number of another person who will be able to pick up 
your child. If this contact information changes at any time during the school year, please notify the office so that our 
records will be up-to-date. Also, if your child is taken to the doctor/hospital as the result of an incident at school, 
please notify us immediately. 
 
Lice and Nits 
A copy of our policy will be sent home and our school nurse will answer any questions if necessary. 
 
RELEASING CHILDREN TO PARENTS 
Parents have the right to pick up their children from school, unless there are legal documents stating otherwise. This 
applies even if a child is living with only one parent. 
 
***If you have custody of your child and do not wish for him/her to be taken from school by his/her other parent, 
you must present your legal documents to a school administrator. *** 
 
SCHOOL PARTIES AND TREATS 
The school day is busy and the time available needs to be used for learning. To safeguard instructional time, parties 
and/or treats should be coordinated with the teacher and will be served at the teacher’s discretion. 
 
No “homemade” treats will be brought in for student consumption. All food must be commercially prepared and 
pre-wrapped or packaged with a nutrition information label. Please check with the teacher concerning any known 
allergies in the classroom. 
 
Invitations to Parties 
Students or parents may not distribute any invitations at school to private/personal parties anywhere on the school 
campus, including the classroom, the cafeteria, the hallways or the front sidewalk. If you wish to participate in a 
class ‘directory’, where your contact information would be shared with other parents, please indicate this to your 
child’s teacher. 
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VISITORS 
Visitors are welcome to visit regarding school matters. All visitors must report to the office, so that we are aware of 
who is in the building. All visitors and volunteers are required to sign in, wear a visitor or volunteer badge, and then 
sign out when leaving.  Parents should not wait in the front office for children to be dismissed. 

 
VOLUNTEER BACKGROUND CHECKS 
Keeping our students and school safe is a top priority for our school district.  We need every volunteer, and we value 
our volunteer’s time and contribution to our schools and students.  Safety is a concern that we must all share.  
Therefore, we use criminal background checks to help us gain confidence in the volunteers who surround our 
students. Cabarrus County Schools use Background Investigation Bureau, LLC (BIB) as our background screening 
partner.  For more information regarding background check requests, visit the W. R. Odell website and click on 
Parent/Quick Links.  See the front office for further information about the process for background checks.  All 
volunteers should be able to provide a volunteer card with an expiration date. 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
Field trips are an extension of the educational curriculum. For some field trips parents may be asked to chaperone. 
Parents may only chaperone if they are an approved volunteer. If a parent agrees to be a chaperone, they are 
accepting responsibility for the students in their care. Therefore, siblings and/or pets may not attend the field trip. 
 
EXTRA MONEY, TOYS AND VALUABLES AT SCHOOL 
Students should not bring large amounts of money and/or valuables to school. Parents are requested to put lunch 
money, fees, etc. in an envelope with the child's name, teacher's name, the amount of money enclosed, and the 
purpose for the money written on the outside.  Do not combine payments.  Please send the exact amount due.  We 
do not have a change fund at the school.   
 
Students should not bring toys to school. If brought to school, the toy may be held by the school office and can be 
retrieved only by a parent or legal guardian of that child. Please help your child follow this rule and avoid related 
problems. 
 
PTA-SELLING/FUNDRAISING 
Selling and fundraising activities at school are kept to a minimum. Sale of items by children from any organization or 
individual outside the school is prohibited during the school day. If students are asked to sell items for a school 
fundraiser they should be supervised by a parent or other adult. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
Each child will have access to Chromebooks for instructional use.  Teachers and students will also have access to 
other devices, such as iPads and laptops.  Our teachers look for frequent opportunities to embed and integrate 
technology into the curriculum.  Students will be required to adhere to all Cabarrus County Schools technology 
guidelines.  Failure to adhere to those guidelines could result in a student’s access to technology being revoked. 
 
Parents and students must sign the W. R. Odell Elementary School Student/Parent Technology User Agreement.  
Students will have limited use of technology if this form is not signed and returned. 
 
PARENT LIABILITY 
North Carolina law makes parents or guardians liable for: (1) damage fees for abuse or loss of textbooks or 
equipment/technology; (2) damage to school buildings and furnishings, buses, and (3) any gross negligence or willful 
damage or destruction of school property to the extent of $5,000. 
 

IF THE VISITOR WISHES TO SEE A PRINCIPAL, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OR OTHER STAFF MEMBER, 
ARRANGEMENTS MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE.   
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NON- DISCRIMINATION POLICY 
The Cabarrus County School system does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, sex, color, religion, 
national origin, citizenship status, age, or handicap in any of its educational or employment programs or activities. 
 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
It is the policy of the Cabarrus County Board of Education to maintain a learning and working environment free of 
sexual harassment and harassment based on gender. Therefore, the Board strictly prohibits all forms of sexual 
harassment and harassment based on gender, whether perpetrated by an employee or a student. 
 
TELEPHONE/CELL PHONE USE 
Students are permitted to use the school telephone only in an emergency situation.  The classroom teacher will 
grant permission for the student to use the telephone.  Forgotten homework, instruments, water bottles or school 
materials do not constitute an emergency. Please do not call and ask to speak to your child.   
 
We understand that many students have personal cell phones.  Cell phones are not allowed in class and must be 
turned off and kept in bookbags during the school day.  Cell phones will be confiscated, and a consequence may be 
applied, if phones are visible or being used during the school day.  Parents will need to come and pick it up. The 
school will not take responsibility for lost items. 
 
TESTING/ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 
W.R. Odell participates in several local and state assessment measures. These tests are used for a variety of 
purposes. Most importantly, these tests are used to determine learning strategies for individual students so that 
they may receive appropriate and beneficial instruction. We ask you to please keep the following time frames in 
mind when planning doctor/dentist appointments and family vacations. 
 
All students will be given assessments in reading and math three times a year. The assessments will be given in 
September, January and April. These assessments provide the teachers with vital information about the core skills 
students possess. Data from these assessments will be used by the grade levels to determine instructional strategies. 
Students cannot “study” for these assessments. They are given three times a year as a barometer for what and how 
students are learning. 
 
End-of Grade Testing 
Students in third through fifth grade will take the End-of-Grade test in May and June. This test encompasses all 
material that has been covered during the school year. Although students are well prepared, a certain amount of 
anxiety is associated with these tests. You can help prepare your child by making sure they are at school daily, giving 
them adequate time and a quiet place to complete homework assignments, reading and signing the agenda daily, 
and staying in constant communication with the school. 
 
PTA OFFERINGS 
The W.R. Odell PTA is very active & supportive of our school. Please consider a partnership with them.  The fee for 
individual membership is $8.00.  The fee for a family membership is $15.00. Various opportunities will be given 
throughout the school year for your family to be involved in PTA events. 
 
We love, love, love & appreciate our PTA! 
 

Upon reading the handbook in its entirety and by filling out the Scribbles 
form, you acknowledge that you have read the entire handbook, including all 
rules, policies and compacts and understand the W.R. Odell Elementary 
School expectations for the 2022-2023 school year.  
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